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The annual report, ‘Crime in India’, released by the National Crime Records Bureau in mid-

September this year needs to be carefully parsed before gleaning insights or making State-wise 

comparisons. The reason is the significant variances in case registration across States and Union 

Territories, especially serious crimes pertaining to rape and violence against women. States/UTs such as 

Tamil Nadu with 1808.8, Kerala (1568.4) and Delhi (1309.6) recorded the highest crime rate (crimes per 

one lakh people) overall. But it is difficult not to see these numbers as a reflection of better reporting 

and police registration of cases in these States and the capital city, respectively. On the other hand, 

while there was an 8.3% decline in registered cases of crimes against women in 2020 (of which the bulk 

of them, 30.2%, were of the category “Cruelty by husband or his relatives”), this number has to be 

assessed along with the fact that the year saw prolonged lockdowns during the first wave of the 

coronavirus pandemic (between late March and May 2021 in particular). This period coincided with a 

high number of complaints of domestic violence — the number of complaints received by National 

Commission for Women registered a 10-year high as of June 2020. The seeming mismatch between the 

NCW and NCRB data must be studied and can only be explained by a lack of registration of cases in some 

States where crime reporting remains sluggish either due to a fear of doing so or a lackadaisical 

approach to such cases by law enforcement. On the other hand, the lockdown also led to an overall fall 

in crime related to theft, burglary and dacoity. 

The COVID-19 related disruption also led to a greater registration of cases overall (a 28% 

increase in 2020 compared to 2019) largely due to a 21-fold increase in cases related to disobedience to 

the order duly promulgated by a public servant and over four times in cases involving violations of other 

State local laws. This is not surprising either. India had one of the most stringent lockdowns and law 

enforcement spared little in enforcing strictures on physical distancing. The question of registration does 

not apply to some types of cases such as murders — which showed only a marginal increase of 1% 

compared to 2019. Worryingly, while there was a reduction in the registered number of economic 

offences (by 12% since 2019), cybercrimes recorded an increase of 11.8% . The increase in cybercrimes 

is cause for concern as this requires sharper law enforcement as seen even in highly developed societies. 

While cases related to sedition declined from 93 in 2019 to 73 last year, Manipur and Assam led with 15 

and 12 cases each. Sedition has increasingly been used as a weapon to stifle dissent and this trend needs 

to be reversed urgently. 

 

 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

(noun) – an Indian government agency 

responsible for collecting and analysing crime 

data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

and Special and Local Laws (SLL). NCRB is 

headquartered in New Delhi and is part of the 

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government 

of India. 

 parse (verb) – understand, interpret, read, 

analyze, explain. 

 glean (verb) – obtain, get, take, gather. 

 insight (noun) – understanding, appreciation, 

revelation (of a thing). 

 variance (noun) – difference, variation, 

dissimilarity. 

 pertain to (verb) – concern, relate to, be 

connected with. 

 reflection (noun) – indication, display, 

demonstration. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – as an 

alternative, as another option. 

 the bulk of (noun) – most, larger part, larger 

number. 

 cruelty (adverb) – brutality, savagery, 

ruthlessness, heartlessness, heinousness. 

 along with (phrase) – together with, 

accompanying. 

 prolonged (adjective) – lengthy, extended, 

protracted, continuing, unending, unrelenting. 

 in particular (phrase) – particularly, 

specifically, especially. 

 coincide with (verb) – occur simultaneously, 

happen together, happen at the same time, 

be concurrent, coexist, concur. 
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 National Commission for Women (NCW) 

(noun) – The National Commission for 

Women was set up as a statutory body of the 

Government of India in January 1992 to 

review the Constitutional and Legal 

safeguards for women; recommend remedial 

legislative measures; facilitate redressal of 

grievances and advise the Government on all 

policy matters affecting women. 

 seeming (adjective) – apparent, outward; 

pretended, supposed, alleged, purported, 

ostensible. 

 mismatch (noun) – discrepancy, 

inconsistency, contradiction. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, scarcity, 

unavailability. 

 sluggish (adjective) – inactive, slow, dull, 

stagnant, lethargic. 

 lackadaisical (adjective) – careless, casual, 

unenthusiastic, uninterested, lazy. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 fall (noun) – decrease, decline, reduction. 

 burglary (noun) – break-in, theft, robbery. 

 dacoity (noun) – stealing, thieving, robbery. 

 disruption (noun) – disturbance, interruption, 

obstruction. 

 largely (adverb) – to a large/great extent. 

 21-fold (adjective) – 21 times as big or as 

much. 

 disobedience (noun) – lack of cooperation, 

non-compliance, indiscipline. 

 duly (adverb) – properly, correctly, rightly, 

aptly, appropriately, suitably. 

 promulgate (verb) – put into effect, enact, 

implement, enforce. 

 violation (noun) – breach, breaking, non-

observance. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 

rigorous. 

 spare (verb) – make free, make available. 

 enforce (verb) – impose, implement, execute; 

force, compel, demand, insist on. 

 stricture (noun) – constraint, restriction, 

barrier, restraint. 

 marginal (adjective) – slight, small, minute. 

 economic offence (noun) – financial offence; 

any offence or crime which deals with fraud 

(chit funds), forgery (cheques; stolen or 

original), cheating, or deceiving (financial 

institutes) or counterfeiting of money or 

money equivalents.   

 cybercrime (noun) – criminal activity that 

involves a computer, networked device or a 

network. 

 cause for concern/worry (phrase) – reason to 

worry. 

 sedition (noun) – incitement (to 

riot/rebellion), agitation, trouble 

making/provocation (against the established 

government/authority). 

 stifle (verb) – constrain, restrain, prevent. 

 dissent (noun) – disagreement, lack of 

agreement, difference of opinion, protest, 

opposition, disapproval. 

 reverse (verb) – change, alter, undo; cancel, 

revoke, repeal, nullify. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

Seven years after launching his government’s marquee programme, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has announced the second phase of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) and the Atal Mission 

for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), with a fresh promise to make India’s cities clean. 

For all the attention it has received, the goal of scientific waste management and full sanitation that 

Mahatma Gandhi emphasised even a century ago remains largely aspirational today, and the recent 

lament of Principal Economic Adviser Sanjeev Sanyal on dirty, dysfunctional cities drives home the point. 

That urban India, in his view, is unable to match cities in Vietnam that has a comparable per capita 

income is a telling commentary on a lack of urban management capacities in spite of the Swachh Bharat 

programme enjoying tremendous support. SBM-U 2.0, with a ₹1.41-lakh crore outlay, aims to focus on 

garbage-free cities and urban grey and black water management in places not covered by AMRUT. In its 
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first phase, the Mission had an outstanding balance of ₹3,532 crore, since the total allocation was 
₹14,622 crore while cumulative releases came to ₹11,090 crore. The issue of capability and governance 
underscores the challenge — of being able to process only about one lakh tonnes of solid waste per day 

against 1.4 lakh tonnes generated — to transition to a circular economy that treats solid and liquid 

waste as a resource. 

Raising community involvement in resource recovery, which the rules governing municipal, 

plastic and electronic waste provide for, calls for a partnership that gives a tangible incentive to 

households. The current model of issuing mega contracts to big corporations — as opposed to 

decentralised community-level operations for instance — has left segregation of waste at source a non-

starter. In the absence of a scaling up of operations, which can provide large-scale employment, and 

creation of matching facilities for material recovery, SBM-U 2.0 cannot keep pace with the tide of waste 

in a growing economy. On sanitation, the impressive claim of exceeding the targets for household, 

community and public toilets thus far obscures the reality that without water connections, many of 

them are unusable, and in public places, left in decrepitude. State and municipal governments, which do 

the heavy lifting on waste and sanitation issues, should work to increase community ownership of the 

system. As things stand, it is a long road to Open Defecation Free plus (ODF+) status for urban India, 

since that requires no recorded case of open defecation and for all public toilets to be maintained and 

functioning. Equally, the high ambition of achieving 100% tap water supply in about 4,700 urban local 

bodies and sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities depends crucially on making at least good public 

rental housing accessible to millions of people. 

 

 circular economy (noun) – In a circular 

economy, materials for new products come 

from old products. As much as possible, 

everything is reused, re-manufactured or, as a 

last resort, recycled back into a raw material 

or used as a source of energy. (In the linear 

economy, limited raw materials eventually 

run out. Waste accumulates, either incurring 

expenses related to disposal or else pollution. 

Additionally, manufacturing processes are 

often themselves inefficient, leading to 

further waste of natural resources). 

 marquee (adjective) – greatest, important, 

major/best. 

 Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) 

(noun) – Launched on 2 October 2014, the 

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) is 

Government of India’s flagship programme to 

achieve universal sanitation coverage in urban 

areas and end the practice of open 

defecation. The scheme is run by the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), 

erstwhile Ministry of Urban Development. 

 Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) 2.0 

(noun) – On October 1, 2021, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi launched the Swachh Bharat 

Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U 2.0). It envisions to 

make all cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ensure grey 

and black water management in all cities. The 

outlay of SBM-U 2.0 is around ₹1.41 lakh 
crore. 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation (AMRUT) (noun) – The 

Government of India has launched it in June 

2015 with the mission to provide basic 

services (e.g. water supply, sewerage, urban 

transport) to households and build amenities 

in cities which will improve the quality of life 

for all, especially the poor and the 

disadvantaged. 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0 (noun) – 

Launched n October 1, 2021, AMRUT 2.0. is 

designed to realize the aspiration to make all 

our cities ‘Water Secure’. The outlay of 

AMRUT 2.0 is around Rs 2.87 lakh crore.  

 sanitation (noun) – it generally refers to the 

provision of facilities and services for the safe 

disposal of human urine and faeces. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put 

stress on, underscore, highlight. 
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 aspirational (adjective) – determined, 

ambitious, dedicated, aggressive. 

 lament (noun) – complaint, outcry, protest, 

moaning. 

 dysfunctional (adjective) – not 

functioning/working normally or properly; 

troubled, unsettled, flawed. 

 drive (something) home (phrase) – make 

someone realize, make someone understand, 

make someone aware of; draw attention to, 

underline, highlight, emphasize. 

 per capita (adverb & adjective) – per person, 

for each, individually. 

 telling (adjective) – striking, strong, 

significant, important. 

 commentary (noun) – narration, description, 

account; explanation, interpretation, analysis. 

 lack of (noun) – absence. 

 in spite of (phrase) – despite, 

notwithstanding, regardless of.  

 outlay (noun) – expenditure, expenses, 

spending. 

 outstanding (adjective) – unpaid, unsettled, 

owing, to be paid, payable, receivable, due, 

overdue. 

 cumulative (adjective) – total, collective, 

aggregate. 

 capability (noun) – ability, capacity, potential. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 solid waste (noun) – the unwanted or useless 

solid materials generated from human 

activities in residential, industrial or 

commercial areas. 

 transition (noun) – change, transformation. 

 tangible (adjective) – real, actual, solid, 

concrete, substantial, well defined. 

 incentive (noun) – motivation, 

encouragement, impetus, boost. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 as opposed to (phrase) – in contrast with, as 

against, as an alternative to. 

 decentralised (adjective) – relating to the 

transfer of the power/control of a 

department/government from a single place 

to other locations. 

 for instance (phrase) – as an example. 

 segregation (noun) – separation, setting 

apart. 

 non-starter (noun) – failure, fiasco, 

catastrophe/mess. 

 in the absence of (phrase) – without, lacking. 

 scaling up (noun) – increase, advancement, 

augmentation, intensification. 

 keep pace with (phrase) – progress at the 

same speed as. 

 tide of (noun) – course, movement, direction. 

 thus far (phrase) – until now, till date. 

 obscure (verb) – hide, conceal, cover, 

overshadow. 

 decrepitude (noun) – infirmity, weakness, 

feebleness. 

 heavy lifting (noun) – difficult work. 

 as things stand (phrase) – in the present 

situation. 

 long road (noun) – used to talk about 

something which is taking a long time or a 

huge amount of effort. 

 Open Defecation Free plus (ODF+) (noun) – 

The ODF Plus is an extension of the ODF 

programme under the Swachch Bharat 

Mission. Its objective is to sustain the ODF 

programme and to take up solid and liquid 

waste management. ODF+ and ODF++ are 

aimed towards proper maintenance of toilet 

facilities and safe collection, conveyance, 

treatment/disposal of all faecal sludge and 

sewage. While ODF+ focuses on toilets with 

water, maintenance and hygiene, ODF++ 

focuses on toilets with sludge and septage 

management. 

 defecation (noun) – excretion, discharging 

faeces/stools/bodily waste. 

 sewerage (noun) – sewage; waste water & 

foul matter. 

 septage (noun) – the semi-liquid mixture that 

contains both solid and liquid waste removed 

from a septic tank. 

 accessible (adjective) – available, obtainable. 
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